
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Chief Executive

To: Cabinet – 28 June 2016

(Author: Mark Stinson, Executive Manager - Governance)

Subject: To consider the proposals arising from the report to and decisions of Full Council 
to endorse the Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Agreement, support the 
Governance Review and to publish a Scheme of Governance for public 
consultation.  

Recommendation(s): 

That the proposals considered by Council on 28 June 2016 be approved, and that Cabinet:

a) Agrees that the Leader shall sign the Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Agreement

b) Notes the content of the Governance Review for Norfolk and Suffolk, attached at 
Appendix B to the Council report of 28 June 2016 (“the Governance Review”)

c) Concludes, on the basis of the Governance Review and having regard to any impact 
on equalities explored in the Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA) attached at 
Appendix D to the Council report of 28 June 2016, that the establishment of a Mayoral 
Combined Authority for the Norfolk and Suffolk area is the option which most fully 
permits the effective discharge of the functions that Government is prepared to 
devolve to this area.

d) Approves the preparation and publication of a Scheme for the establishment of a 
Mayoral Combined Authority for the Norfolk and Suffolk Area under s109 of the Local 
Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.

e) Approves in principle the publication of the draft Scheme for a Norfolk and Suffolk 
Mayoral Combined Authority, as attached at Appendix C to the Council report of 28 
June 2016 (“the draft Scheme”) for consultation purposes, such consultation to 
commence once all Norfolk and Suffolk Councils have considered their own reports 
on the matter and in any event not later than 4 July 2016.

f) Delegates to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, authority to approve 
the making of revisions to the draft Scheme prior to the commencement of the formal 
consultation exercise and to submit the outcome of the consultation exercise to the 
Secretary of State by early September 2016. 

g) Agrees that, in the event that a Constituent Authority named in the attached Scheme 
does not agree to endorse the Deal Agreement and/or the Scheme, the Chief 
Executive be authorised to make the relevant/and necessary changes to the Deal 
Agreement, the Scheme and the Governance Review to reflect that Authority’s non-
participation.

h) Agrees that, insofar as any of the matters referred to in the report of the Council dated 
28 June 2016 concern the discharge of functions related to the endorsing and signing 
of the Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Agreement and the publication of the Scheme, 
authority is delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, to take 
all necessary steps and actions to progress the recommendations detailed in this 



report. 

i) Agrees that, in the event that any technical changes are required to reflect legislative 
requirements and the contents of the Deal Agreement, authority is delegated to the 
Chief Executive, in agreement with the other Chief Executives across Norfolk and 
Suffolk, to make the necessary changes to the Scheme.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 The report to the Council, dated 28 June 2016, provides an update on the progress made 
in the Devolution proposal by the sixteen local authorities in the Norfolk and Suffolk area 
and details the process for the next stages in the devolution programme. The Cabinet is 
asked to have reference to that report for full details of the proposal.

1.2 The Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission has agreed that this is an urgent 
decision and that call-in will not apply to it for the following reasons:

 It is not reasonably practicable, nor possible, to advertise the proposed decision for 
the full 28 day period and also enable sufficient time for any possible call-in. This is 
because the Council is working with fifteen other local authorities towards a 
deadline of (at the latest) 4 July 2016 for publication of any Scheme agreed

 The Overview & Scrutiny Commission has already been given an opportunity of pre-
scrutiny in this matter, at its meeting on 9 June 2016, and its views will be reported 
to the Council and the Cabinet

 The Full Council is to be given an opportunity to debate the matter in full on 28 June 
2016, prior to consideration by the Cabinet, and make its views and 
recommendations known to the Cabinet before the decision is made.

  
2.0 OPTIONS

2.1 To agree the recommendations in this report (having regard to all of the information set 
out in the report Council dated 28 June 2016, along with the views expressed by Council) 
and approve continued working towards the implementation of the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Devolution Agreement.

2.2 Not to agree the recommendations and the development proposed and work ceases.    

3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)

3.1 If the Authority withdraws at this stage it will lose the opportunity to develop the benefits of 
the devolution process and may lose access to future government resources and the local 
determination of policy and spending priorities.

4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS

4.1 Access to future Government resources and local determination of local spending 
priorities, as detailed in the Scheme and Governance Review documents appended to the 
report to Council dated 28 June 2016.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS



5.1 The implications set out in paragraph 5 the report to Council of 28 June 2016 are all 
equally relevant to the decisions of the Cabinet in this matter.

6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED

6.1 Councils, organisations, residents and businesses in Suffolk and Norfolk

Background papers:- None

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Maxine O’Mahony, Executive Director of Strategy and Governance
Telephone Number: 01362 656209
Email: maxine.omahony@breckland-sholland.gov.uk

Key Decision: Yes

Exempt Decision: No

This report refers to a Discretionary Service

%5CBCF01Democratic%20ServicesCommitteeCommitteeReport%20Guide2014THE%20COMMITTEE%20REPORT%20GUIDE_JUNE%202014.doc

